MINUTES OF THE MAY 21, 2007 COUNCIL MEETING 
Council President Darlene Steele called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. All Council members were present. Also attending were Mayor Tom Phillips, Parks and Recreation Director Jack McDowell, and Finance Director Jack Herrel. 

Mayor Phillips opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Gene Sidner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion to adopt the agenda by Randy Otis and seconded by Sheila Nelson.

Roll Call:

Yeas-Nelson, Sidner, Morris, Otis, Garver, Hockenbery and Steele.

Nays-None

Motion to adopt the minutes of the May 7, 2007 Council meeting by Sheila Nelson and seconded by Steve Morris.

Roll Call: 

Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Recognition of Guests:  

Old Business:            

Review resident concerns from last meeting: None                

Second reading of ordinance 07-024, an ordinance setting a salary schedule for Village employees and repealing ordinance 06-051 passed December 18, 2006.

Discussion: This ordinance changes the salary schedule and adds a 15 year level beginning with the first payroll in July 2007. It also adds a 20 year level beginning with the first payroll in 2008.The Employee Benefits Committee compared West Jefferson with ten other municipalities of similar size to come up with what they feel is a fair and competitive salary schedule for the village employees. 

Motion to adopt ordinance 07-024 by Steve Morris and seconded by Ron Garver.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
New Business:                      

Ordinance 07-026, adopting a revised comprehensive plan for the Village of West Jefferson and repealing ordinance 98071 passed October 5, 1998. This ordinance shall be deemed an emergency measure and shall take effect upon its passage for the reason that developers are currently negotiating with the Village for Industrial, Commercial and Residential Development and guidelines are necessary and must be in place to assist the Village Zoning Authorities and Council in implementing proper zoning regulations. Therefore this ordinance is declared an emergency for the protection of the people of said Village in regulating the Commercial, Industrial and Residential Development in said Village.

Discussion: The original ordinance (07-015) was deemed invalid by the Village Law Director because it was not signed by the President of Council, which is a requirement of the Village Charter. During the discussion Councilman Ron Garver asked Beverly Miller, one of the petitioners of a referendum petition to repeal ordinance 07-015, if she had received a copy of the entire text of the Comprehensive Plan when she filed the referendum petition with the Clerk of Council. She responded that she had received a copy of the entire text at that time.   

Motion to adopt ordinance 07-026 by Steve Morris and seconded by Scott Hockenbery

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Resolution 07-027, a resolution authorizing the Mayor of the Village of West Jefferson to execute an amended contract granting certain tax abatement to Unilock Inc.

Motion to adopt Resolution  07-027 by Randy Otis and seconded by Ron Garver.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Resolution 07-028, implementing sections 3735.65 through 3735.70 of the Ohio Revised Code, establishing and describing the boundaries of the West Jefferson Northern Community Reinvestment Area in the Village of West Jefferson, and designating a housing officer to administer this program. 

Motion to adopt Resolution  07-028 by Steve Morris and seconded by Randy Otis.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Resolution 07-029, a resolution to approve an agreement and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement between the Village of West Jefferson and Duke Realty Ohio to provide incentives available for project development in the West Jefferson Northern Community Reinvestment Area; and to create a Community Reinvestment Area Housing Council.

Motion to adopt Resolution  07-029 by Sheila Nelson and seconded by Scott Hockenbery.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 

Ordinance 07-030, an ordinance declaring the improvement of certain real property located in the Village of West Jefferson, Madison County, Ohio to be a public purpose; declaring such property to be exempt from real property taxation; designating specific public infrastructure improvements that, once made, will directly benefit the parcels for which improvement is declared to be a public purpose; requiring annual service payments in lieu of taxes; establishing a public improvement tax agreement; creating a tax incentive review council; establishing nondiscriminatory hiring policies; providing related authorizations pursuant to Ohio Revised Code sections 5709.40(B), 5709.42, 5709.43, and 5709.85; and declaring an emergency.              

Motion to adopt Ordinance 07-030 by Steve Morris and seconded by Gene Sidner.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None

 

Resolution 07-031, accepting the bid of Kirk Brothers Inc. in the amount of $3,127,000.00 and authorizing the Mayor to enter into a contract for services on the West Jefferson Water Treatment Plant Improvement Project (Reverse Osmosis).

Discussion: Mr. Carl Fritche of Sunesis Construction made a presentation to Council concerning his company’s bid on the Reverse Osmosis Project. Sunesis Construction came in with the lowest bid by approximately $11,000.00. David Mouser from Kirk Brothers Construction also made a presentation on behalf of his company. Mr. Mark Lynski with Labors Employer Corporation End Trust, a watchdog organization which monitors publicly funded projects, emphasized to Council that Sunesis Construction did not have adequate experience in building reverse osmosis water systems. Mayor Phillips said that based solely on the fact that Kirk Brothers has done work for the village in the past with excellent results and the fact that Kirk brothers has worked on three of the five reverse osmosis systems in the State of Ohio, he would recommend Kirk Brothers bid as the lowest and best.    

Motion to adopt Resolution 07-031 by Ron Garver and seconded by Randy Otis.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Resolution 07-032, a resolution authorizing the Public Service Director to apply for, accept, and enter into a Water Supply Revolving Loan Account on behalf of the Village of West Jefferson for construction of improvements to the drinking water facilities; and designating a dedicated repayment source for the loan.

Discussion: Mr. Tom Bellgames from Burgess & Niple Engineering firm provided Council with an analysis of the additional costs for the project compared to the original estimate. Jack Herrel provided an amortization schedule on the debt service, which shows that the village will have to pay for the project over a period of twenty years. 

Motion to adopt Resolution 07-032 by Ron Garver and seconded by Gene Sidner.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None       
Ordinance 07-033, authorizing the Mayor to renew the comprehensive insurance coverage for the Village of West Jefferson with the Public Entities Pool of Ohio at a cost of $33,937.00, and declaring an emergency.

Discussion: This represents a slight decrease in the premium over the previous year.      
Motion to adopt ordinance 07-033 by Ron Garver and seconded by Randy Otis.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Motion to enter into executive session to consider complaints against a public employee or official at 9:28 P.M. by Steve Morris and seconded by Sheila Nelson.

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Motion to return from executive session at 9:50 P.M. by Ron Garver and seconded by Sheila Nelson. 

Roll Call: 

                        Yeas-Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

Nays-None 
Committee Reports: 
Finance:  

Police: Steve Morris reported that one of the police cruisers had electrical problems but it has been repaired and placed back into service. 

Employee Benefits: 

Public Service:  

Development: Scott Hockenbery announced he will hold public meetings in the Council chambers on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of June, July, and August to keep the public informed on development matters and address concerns and questions that citizens may have. 

Parks and Recreation:  

Special Events : Darlene Steele reported that Child Safety Day was a success and Over 100 children got fingerprinted. A meeting is scheduled on May 29th at the library to discuss development issues.   

Director of Finance Report:  

Director of Public Service Report:  

Director of Parks and Recreation: Jack McDowell said he is pretty much fed up with the swimming pool with all of the maintenance and breakdowns and he thinks it might be a good idea to sell it. The pool should be ready to open on June 2. 

Mayor’s Report and Recognition: The Mayor reported that he met with ODOT officials today concerning traffic control. Three lights will be installed at Converse and State Rt. 29. And the ramps will be paid for by MTB. 

Recognition of Clerk and Council:  

Additional Business:  

Motion to pay the bills by Steve Morris and seconded by Ron Garver. 

Roll Call:

Yeas- Nelson, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery and Steele.

Nays-None 

                        10:55 P.M.
   Motion to adjourn by Steve Morris and seconded by Ron Garver.

   Roll Call:

   Yeas- Campbell, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Garver, Hockenbery  and Steele.

            Nays-None

  

 ______________________                       _________________________  

                   Clerk of Council                                       President of Council  

