
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 3, 2007 COUNCIL MEETING

Council President Darlene Steele called the December 3, 2007 Council meeting to order at 

7:08 P.M.  Council members present: Sheila Nelson, Gene Sidner, Steve Morris, Randy Otis, Ron Garver, Scott Hockenbery, and Darlene Steele. Council members absent: None. Also attending were Mayor Tom Phillips, Finance Director Jack Herrel, and Public Service Director Harold Walker.

Mayor Phillips opened the meeting with a prayer.

Ron Garver led the Pledge of Allegiance

Motion to adopt the agenda by Sheila Nelson and seconded by Gene Sidner

Roll Call:

All Yeas, No Nays

Motion to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2007 Council meeting as amended by Steve Morris and seconded by Sheila Nelson.  

Roll Call: 

All Yeas, No Nays

Recognition of Guests: 
Old Business: 

Review of resident concerns from last meeting. Mayor Phillips mentioned the illumination lighting situation on Mill Road, reporting that the light has been changed to a reddish color. Jerry Miller is looking into the situation.

New Business:


   First reading of Ordinance 07-071, an ordinance amending section II of ordinance 

02-056 passed October 21, 2002, by adding $25.00 extra per meeting to the salary 

of the Vice President of Council.

Discussion: It was generally felt that the additional responsibility of being Vice-President of Council warranted a slight increase in pay over that of regular Council members. There was some discussion as to a raise across the board for Council members and the Mayor because their pay cannot be increased or decreased during a term of office. Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, any legislation to increase their pay would have to be passed no later than five days prior to the last day for filing for elected office with the County Board of Elections.

Debbie Chaffins informed Council that some village employees have informed her that they are upset because they are not receiving a raise in 2008. Some Council members argued that it is not warranted and this has all been explained to the employees before. Scott Hockenbery explained that currently, the only employees scheduled to receive a raise in 2008 are those who fall into a new longevity category. In January 2007 Council granted a two percent across the board increase to all employees. After the Comprehensive Salary Study was completed, Council again adjusted salaries in July 2007 while making sure that no one had a salary reduction even if they fell below the new standards resulting from the salary study. As a result , some people didn’t get much of a raise in July because they were already at or above the new standards They also added a 15 year longevity category which went into effect in July 2007.Also, a new longevity category of 20 years is set to start in January 2008. This is to reward employees for their service to the village over a such long period of time. 

Second reading of ordinance 07-071 will be on December 17, 2007.

Resolution 07-072, authorizing the Director of Finance to create a new fund, B9 (Park Development Fund) to account for the Collection of park fees.

Discussion: This is to account for revenues collected and expenditures made in connection with Park Fees as stipulated in the Village Zoning Ordinance and can only used for specified purposes.

Motion to adopt Resolution 07-072 by Sheila Nelson and seconded by Randy Otis.


  Roll Call: 

All Yeas, No Nays
Resolution 07-073, authorizing the Director of Finance to create a new fund, B7 (Revitalization Fund) to account for the Collection of revitalization fees.

Discussion: This is to account for revenues collected and expenditures made in connection with Revitalization Fees as stipulated in the Village Zoning Ordinance and can only used for specified purposes.

Motion to adopt Resolution 07-073 by Ron Garver and seconded by Steve Morris.


  Roll Call: 

All Yeas, No Nays
Resolution 07-074, authorizing the Director of Finance to create a new fund, B10 (Tax Increment Equivilent Fund, Duke Realty ) to account for fees collected under a tif agreement with Duke Realty Incorporated.

This is to account for revenues collected and expenditures made in connection with a tif agreement between the Village and Duke Realty Inc., and can only used for specified purposes as outlined in the tif agreement.

Motion to adopt Resolution 07-074 by Steve Morris and seconded by Gene Sidner.


  Roll Call:

              All Yeas, No Nays
First reading of Ordinance 07-075, an ordinance to make appropriations for current expenses and other expenditures of the Village of West Jefferson during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2008.

Discussion: There are still some minor changes that need to be made to the appropriation budget before it is finalized.

Second reading of Ordinance 07-075 will be on December 17, 2007.

       Resolution 07-076, confirming the Mayor’s appointment of Ronald C. Parsons as  

       Village Law Director and setting the fee for services.

Motion to adopt Resolution 07-076 by Randy Otis and seconded by Gene Sidner.


  Roll Call:

              All Yeas, No Nays

Resolution 07-077, confirming the Mayor’s appointment of J. Michael Murray as Assistant Village Law Director and setting the fee for services.

      Motion to adopt Resolution 07-077 by Scott Hockenbery and seconded by Ron Garver.


  Roll Call:

              All Yeas, No Nays

First reading of Ordinance 07-078, an ordinance amending ordinance 01-071, authorizing the Finance Director to compensate members of the Planning and Zoning Commission for their  services to the  Village of West Jefferson, and previously amended by ordinance 04-054.


Discussion: This ordinance would amend the pay of the Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission by increasing the pay of the chairman from $20.00 per meeting above the pay of other commission members to $50.00 per meeting above the pay of  other commission members.


Second reading of Ordinance 07-078 will be on December 17, 2007


Ordinance 07-079, authorizing the Village of West Jefferson to enter into an agreement with the Auditor of State to participate in the Ohio Uniform Accounting Network.


Discussion: Jack Herrel stated that in his opinion it would help to streamline and update the financial reporting process. Currently we are using outdated software which is not in a windows environment. The UAN Network is currently available to all villages and townships in the State of Ohio. It involves no capital outlay up front because the computer equipment actually belongs to the state. They install the computer equipment and the software is connected to the Uniform Accounting Network. Their monthly fee is based on the total resources of the village as defined in Exhibit E (Fee Schedule) of the agreement. The fee is actually lower than the current maintenance fee the village is paying. The village would be put on a waiting list and it is estimated that we would not actually join the system until some time around the end of the first quarter or beginning of the second quarter of 2008. The UAN meets all of the reporting requirements of the State Auditor’s Office and therefore would help us in putting together our annual report to the State Auditor.

      Second reading of Ordinance 07-078 will be on December 17, 2007

Committee Reports:

Finance: Meeting set for Thursday December 6, 2007 at 1.00P.M.

Police: 

Employee Benefits: 

Public Service: 

Development: 
Parks and Recreation: Special Events : 

Special Events: 

The lineup for Christmas parade on Saturday December 8 will start at 4:30 P.M. at the American Legion and the parade will begin at 5:30 P.M.

Director of Finance Report: 
Director of Public Service Report: has a progress meeting with the Reverse Osmosis Contractor. An operational demo is tentatively scheduled for May 29, 2008 and the project is scheduled for completion on July 11, 2008.
Director of Parks and Recreation: 

Mayor’s Report and Recognition: The Mayor reported that new decorations have been installed at the gazebo. He had a meeting with ODOT today to discuss how Duke is proceeding. He has a development seminr to attend later this week and will report back on it. There will be an open house at the Madison County Chamber of Commerce on Thursday December 6, 2007.

Recognition of Clerk and Council:

Additional Business: 

Motion to pay the bills by Gene Sidner and seconded by Sheila Nelson.

Roll Call:

All Yeas, No Nays


9:10 P.M.

Motion to adjourn by Steve Morris and seconded by Randy Otis.

Roll Call:

All Yeas, No Nays


______________________                       _________________________
 

         Clerk of Council                                  President of Council






