MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 17, 2008 COUNCIL MEETING

Meeting called to order at 7:08 p.m.

Council members present; Doug Eakins, Sheila Nelson, Gene Sidner, Randy Otis, Jim King, Ron Garver, and Darlene Steele. Also attending were Mayor Scott Hockenbery and Finance Director Jack Herrel.    
Prayer by Reverend Jay Arrington

Pledge of Allegiance led by – Sheila Nelson


Motion to adopt the agenda by Mrs. Nelson and seconded by Mr. King
                                Roll Call-all yeas

Motion to adopt the minutes of the November 3, 2008 Council meeting by Mrs. Nelson and seconded by Mr. Sidner.
                  





             Roll Call-all yeas.
Recognition of Guests:
Old Business: 

      Review residents concerns from the last meeting: None

New Business:

Resolution 08-061, Requesting permission to waive the payroll for new users training requirement of UAN.

Discussion: Jack Herrel explained that the village needs to convert to the UAN Payroll System for the first payroll of 2009. It becomes too complicated to convert at any other time of the year. There is no room available for the December UAN payroll training session, however, we can make a formal request to waive the UAN requirement and use a visiting Clerk to train us.

Motion to adopt Resolution 08-061 by Mr. Eakins and seconded by Mr. Garver             Roll Call-all yeas.  

Resolution 08-062, consenting to the annexation of 21.3954+/- acres to the Village of West Jefferson, said property being located in Jefferson Township and being owned by J.P. Morgan Chase Bank N.A., Trustee, and more fully described in an Expedited Type II Petition for Annexation filed with the Madison County Commissioners on July 14, 2008. Discussion: Several representatives from J.P. Morgan Chase were on hand for the passing of the resolution.                                                                                                            Motion to adopt Resolution 08-062 by Mr. Garver and seconded by Mr. Otis.              Roll Call-all yeas.


First reading of Ordinance 08-063, setting a salary schedule for village employees, and repealing Ordinance 07-024, passed May 21, 2007.                                                     Discussion: Mayor Hockenbery explained that he budgeted a 4% pay increase for village employees, however, it was partially offset by an increase in the employee share of the cost of health insurance premiums from 15% to 20%. Second reading will be heard at the December 1, 2008 Council meeting.                                         

First reading of Ordinance 08-064, an ordinance amending policy 14.09 A. of Ordinance 97-044, the West Jefferson Police Policy Manual as written and updated by Evans and Associates and passed May 19, 1997.



          Discussion: This ordinance increases the employees share of the health insurance premiums from 15% to 20%. It also states that the village will not pay for dependent coverage if the dependent is covered under another health insurance plan. Deborah Chaffins stated that she didn’t think the legislation was fair and that the extra coverage is important to employees who have dependants with serious health problems. Mayor Hockenbery stated that many taxpayers have little or no health insurance and it is not fair to them for the village to pay for an employee’s dependant to have double coverage. The cost to the village is approximately $7,000 per dependant for single coverage. The cost of the health insurance makes it cost prohibitive for the village. Second reading of the ordinance will be heard at the December 1, 2008 Council meeting.

First reading of Ordinance 08-065, amending Sections1: A. and I: B. of Ordinance     92-068 (Employee Handbook) passed July 20, 1992.                                               Discussion: This is essentially the same as ordinance 08-064 except that it is directed to the Employee Handbook instead of the Police Manual. Second reading will be heard at the December 1, 2008 Council meeting.

First reading of Ordinance 08-066, authorizing the Director of Finance to transfer $30,000.00 from the Sewer Fund to the Wastewater Treatment Fund.                            Discussion: This ordinance is passed annually to help fund major Wastewater Treatment Plant repairs.

Resolution 08-067, giving Keith Williams two years of credit for part-time employment with the Village Street Department between October 21, 1991 and May 28, 1995. Discussion: The Mayor said that Mr. Williams worked the equivalent of 2.3 years with enough hours worked to qualify for full time status in a couple of those years. During this period he was not afforded employee benefits and was later granted only 6 months of service credit for future pay increases. The Mayor said he feels that giving Mr. Williams the additional credit is the right thing to do since it has a direct impact on his salary now that the 15 and 20year categories have been added. Some Council members feel that it would open up a bag of worms with the other village employees. It was also pointed out that the matter has already been discussed in the past.       Motion to adopt Resolution 08-067 by Mr. King and seconded by Mrs. Steele.                          Roll Call:                                                                                                                                       Yeas- Mr. King and Mrs. Steele
                                                                                                   Nays- Mr. Eakins, Mr. Sidner, Mrs. Nelson, Mr. Otis, and Mr. Garvrer



                                                                             

Committee Reports:

Finance: Mr. Garver reported that the Finance Committee held meetings on November 5th and 12th to review and discuss the 2009 budget.

Police: 
Employee Benefits: 
Public Service: 

Development: 

Parks and Recreation: 

Special Events: Mr. King reported that the Mayor will be organizing the Christmas parade.

  Director of Finance Report:  Mayor Hockenbery suggested that we bring in a     

  representative  

  from UAN to review the new reports coming out of the system.

Director of Public Service Report: Absent

Director of Parks and Recreation: Absent
Mayor’s Report and Recognition: 

 Recognition of Clerk and Council:  

 Additional Business: Mr. Sidner praised the village for leaf pickup. He also added that  

 people expect something to be done about zoning violations.

 Motion to pay bills by Mr. Sidner and seconded by Mrs. Nelson.

 Roll Call – all Yeas

 Motion to adjourn at 9:03 P.M. by Mr. Eakins and seconded by Mr. Sidner.

 Roll Call – all Yeas

______________________


_______________________

     Clerk of Council



     President of Council
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