Council President Ron Garver called the January 16, 2006 Council meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. All Council members were present. Also attending were Mayor Tom Phillips, Public Service Director Harold Walker and Finance Director Jack Herrel.

Mayor Phillips opened the meeting with a prayer.

Sheila Campbell led the Pledge of Allegiance

Motion to adopt the agenda by Randy Otis, seconded by Gene Sidner.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

Motion to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2006 Council meeting by Sheila Campbell, seconded by Darlene Steele. 
Roll Call:
 

Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

Recognition of Guests: None 

Old Business: 

Report on resident concerns from last meeting. (None)

New Business: 

Resolution 06-002, commending the “Christmas in the Park “ Committee.
Discussion: Members of Council commented on how nice the display was and thanked the committee for their great efforts. Pat Allen reported that over 300,000 lights were used in the display as it has gotten bigger and better every year. He thanked his co-volunteers and thanked Council and all the people who contributed their time, food, advertising, money and anything that helped make it possible.
Motion to adopt Resolution 06-002 by Steve Morris, seconded by Gene Sidner.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

Ordinance 06-003, Authorizing the Director of Finance to transfer funds in the amount of $20,928.66 from the General Fund to the Debt Service Fund to make semi-annual payments on the Pearl Street Storm Sewer Debt for fiscal year 2006 and declaring an emergency.
Discussion: Finance director Jack Herrel explained that any time a transfer is made from the General Fund to another fund it must be done by Ordinance of Council. This will continue to be an annual event until the debt is paid in full.
Motion to adopt Ordinance 06-003 by Randy Otis, seconded by Darlene Steele.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

Resolution 06-004, changing the regular Council meeting time from 7:30 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. on the first and third Mondays of each month.
Discussion: Council feels that the earlier starting time may facilitate public access and help increase attendance at the Council meetings.
Motion to adopt Resolution 06-004 by Randy Otis, seconded by Darlene Steele.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

8:00 P.M.
Motion to enter into executive session to discuss wages, licensing, job requirements and employment of a public employee by Darlene Steele, seconded by Steve Morris.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

8:30 P.M.
Motion to return from executive session by Steve Morris, seconded by Darlene Steele.
Motion to adopt Ordinance 06-002 by Randy Otis, seconded by Darlene Steele.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

Motion to add Ordinance 06-005 to the agenda by Darlene Steele, seconded by Randy Otis.
Discussion: This Ordinance would increase the 10year hourly rate for the position of Water/Sewer Supt Class II Filing Reports from $19.89 to $21.42. Harold Walker advised Council that the village will have to hire a class III Sewer Operator now that the EPA has reclassified the sewer plant from a class II to class III. However, we still have to maintain a class II Operator to backup the Class III. Only one current employee has a class II license and he has a duel in both Water and Sewer. Harold stated that it makes this person very valuable to the village since it would be difficult to hire someone with a duel license at the current rate of pay.
Motion to adopt Ordinance 06-005 by Steve Morris, seconded by Scott Hockenbery.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

Committee Reports:

Finance: Set a meeting for January 19, 2006 at 5:00 P.M.

Police: 

Employee Benefits: 

Public Service: Set a meeting for January 19, 2006 at 3:00 P.M.

Development: Steve Morris mentioned that a lot of store fronts are closing in downtown West Jefferson for various reasons. He would like to see what could be done to reverse that trend and attract more business downtown.

Parks and Recreation: Sheila Campbell reported on a gas leak at Galbreth Hall. Harold Walker stated that the leak has been repaired and carbon monoxide detectors have been installed.

Special Events : 

Director of Finance Report: 

Director of Public Service Report: The Mayor and Harold Walker will be meeting with the Ohio EPA on January 24, 2006. 

Mayor’s Report and Recognition: Mayor Phillips gave a State of the Village Report to Council and shared his vision for the future emphasizing areas such as growth and development. He reiterated that he is interested in controlled growth and development, stating that developers should pay up front for infrastructure needs. We also need to increase our economic base. 

Recognition of Clerk and Council: Steve Morris mentioned the need to do something about the trees along Main Street. They have grown too big and will need to be removed and replaced at some point. He suggested the possibility of concrete containers to bind the roots and stunt the growth of new trees.

Additional Business:

Motion to Pay the bills by Steve Morris, seconded by Darlene Steele.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None

9:50 P.M.
Motion to adjourn by Steve Morris, seconded by Gene Sidner.
Roll Call:
Yeas- Campbell, Hockenbery, Morris, Otis, Sidner, Steele, Garver.
Nays-None




______________________ _________________________ 
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